
Never One To Hide, Bankside Celebrates Pride 

Discover the queer history of the Southwark neighbourhood through its people and art 

 

With the countdown to Pride in London on 2 July on, Better Bankside has announced its plans to 

commemorate the 50th anniversary with a poignant exhibition, a new pink triangle and a special 

walking tour.   

 

Bankside is kicking off its events with the Faces of Bankside exhibition at the popular music and 

cultural venue, Omeara from Wednesday 29 June. Created by photographer Eve Milner LRPS – a 

resident of Bankside herself – the exhibition is dedicated to the diversity and uniqueness of the 

LGBTQ+ community who work and reside in the area. Those featured in the exhibition have given 

accounts of the places in Bankside that are special to them and how they’ve seen things change for 

the LGBTQ+ community in the area over the last 50 years.  

 

Eve Milner LRPS says of the show: “As a proud ally of the queer community, it has been an honour to 

work on this project to create portraits with local people, who I hope feel seen and celebrated.”   

 

The exhibition will run for one month, under the distinctive archways of Omeara, and is free to visit. 

 

As the dust settles on the Pride in London celebrations, Bankside will be revealing a special 

commemorative Pink Triangle situated at the Hope Exchange on Southwark Street, bringing to life 

the area’s solidarity with the LGBTQ+ community. Once assigned as a symbol of shame and 

associated with homophobia and persecution in Nazi Germany, the pink triangle was reclaimed by 

the gay community in the 1970s as symbol of liberation and empowerment. Inspired by its poignant 

meaning and history, Better Bankside has collaborated with The Fandangoe Kid Studios who will be 

hand painting the artwork on the existing Hope Exchange triangle to create a new public space that 

celebrates the LGBTQ+ community in Bankside, London and beyond. The Bankside ‘Hope’ Pink 

Triangle will be unveiled on 8 July.  

 

Annie from The Fandangoe Kid Studios says of the installation: “The pink triangle used here in the 

Hope Exchange, is both a celebration of the LGBTQ+ community’s strength and unity while reminding 

us all of the struggle to get here – a nod to a hopeful future, minds open.”  

 

It is believed Bankside’s LGBTQ+ history dates as far back as the 12th Century, when the area 

became a place of outsiders and experimenters. In fact, ‘Drag Queens’ are said to have derived from 

Bankside when, in Elizabethan England, women were forbidden from performing on stage and so 

female roles were played by men. Those men who became adept at moving round the stage in 

women’s hooped dresses became known as ‘queens of the drag’. 

 

Those wanting to learn more about Bankside’s history and institutions that have contributed to wider 

LGBTQ+ history can find out more by joining a special walking tour. ‘The Queer History of Bankside’ 

walk will run on 2 July with popular tour guide Mr Londoner, who will uncover the chaotic and bawdy 

history of Bankside. You’ll discover what the ‘Liberty of the Clink’ was and how counter-culture 

figures are remembered today at the Shrine of the Outcast Dead at the Crossbones graveyard. 

Tickets for the walking tours are free but booking is essential. To reserve your spot, visit: Better 

Bankside.  

 

https://betterbankside.co.uk/events/2-july-queer-history-of-bankside/
https://betterbankside.co.uk/events/2-july-queer-history-of-bankside/


As a pioneering area with a bold and independent spirit, throughout the month of Pride, local 

businesses will also be celebrating in their own unique way and Better Bankside aims to support 

them by shedding light on the events that visitors can come visit and experience. 

 

Better Bankside will also be launching an area-wide Inclusion Network this summer, and is inviting 

people who work in Bankside from the LGBTQ+ community, other minoritised groups and allies to 

help shape its development. 

 

Nicole Gordon, CEO of Better Bankside said: “Throughout history Bankside has been known as an 

area where differences are celebrated and so it is extremely important to us that we champion 

diversity in all its forms. For Pride 2022 we are excited to present the Faces of Bankside exhibition, 

unveil a new public art installation featuring the symbolic pink triangle, and launch our area-wide 

Inclusion Network. There is always more to be done and we are committed to continually looking 

hard at how we can improve and evolve our programme with a lens on inclusivity. 

  

For more information on Pride at Bankside, visit https://banksidelondon.co.uk/events/pride-in-

bankside/  

 

-ENDS- 

For more information on Better Bankside’s Pride events, please contact:  

Katie Raby | katie.raby@barleycommunications.co.uk | 07896 533547 

Habiba Paracha | habiba.paracha@barleycommunications.co.uk | 07837 702917 

 

A snapshot of some of Bankside’s people that will be featured in the Faces of Bankside exhibition can be 

found below and with the attached doc.   

Notes to Editors 

About Better Bankside  

Powered by the people of Bankside, Better Bankside leads innovative economic, environmental and social 

action in one of the world’s great neighbourhoods, responding inventively to urban challenges and celebrating 

the differences that define the area as London’s Other Side. By co-creating a programme with Banksiders, 

Better Bankside brings benefits to businesses and Banksiders, improving the experience of the neighbourhood 

for everyone. 

Better Bankside was one of the first Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) in the country, established in 2005. 

The Bankside BID covers the area from the riverside in the north to Borough Station and along Great Suffolk 

Street in the south. It extends to Blackfriars Road and Hatfields in the west, and stretches east beyond 

Borough High Street to Trinity Street. Visit betterbankside.co.uk for more information. 

Artist biographies  

 

Faces of Bankside: 

 

Eve Milner LRPS is a Bankside resident and has lived in the area for over 10 years. 

As a commercial photographer she creates media content for a variety of businesses including the Diocese of 

Southwark, The Robes Project, and United St Saviour’s Charity. 

Her personal work explores identity, belonging, gender and ageing through longer term local social 

documentary projects in partnership with United St Saviour’s Charity. 

mailto:katie.raby@barleycommunications.co.uk
mailto:habiba.paracha@barleycommunications.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/61kqCK6y2FRmoFM0fzw?domain=betterbankside.co.uk/


Her work has won competitions including the V & A’s ‘My Paul Strand’ and the Dulwich Picture 

Gallery’s ‘Rembrandt’s Light’, and has been exhibited in London, Glasgow, Barcelona and Croatia. 

Collaborating with Better Bankside on this show ‘Faces of Bankside’ has been to celebrate 50 years of Pride in 

London. 

 

(see bios of some of the faces to expect in the exhibition below)  

 

Hope Exchange pink triangle:  

 

the fandangoe kid is a London based print artist who makes large-scale narrative driven pieces for the public 

realm. Her seeks to smash taboos around complex subject matters such as loss, trauma release, mental 

health and gender constructs.  

 

The artist has created work for a wide range of purposes, for example with her ‘Staircase of Dreams’ for 

London Design Festival 2020, working with young people to develop a collective narrative on daily activism. 

 

During the first lockdown, The Fandangoe Kid redesigned nurse’s scrubs for Marie Curie x NHS London, 

working with a palliative care nurse via Zoom to develop the uniform, celebrating International Year of the 

Nurse. The artist’s work was shot for a feature about grief and mental health for Channel 4, looking at the 

importance of her practice in the pandemic. 

 

The Fandangoe Kid also works in film and screened her first short Into Your Light, directed with Tara Darby, at 

Tate Modern and on the Manhattan Bridge, looking at dancing as a tool for survival following great personal 

loss.  

 

For summer 2021, Annie launched The Fandangoe Whip, an ice cream van for mental health. The project has 

been commissioned by Tate, South London Gallery, Design Museum and many other institutions to deliver ice 

cream and workshops on creativity as catharsis. 

 

This summer, Annie will take her project The Fandangoe SKIP-- a touring and sustainable therapy kiosk for 

mental health-- across London and to New York City, following a commission by BBC World Service to 

document her work. 

 

Much of the artist’s work is driven by navigating her own story, following the loss of many individuals in her 

family back in 2011, her practice being largely underpinned by the will to create a platform for open dialogue 

around the still taboo subject of grief. She currently runs a monthly radio show on Soho Radio, called The Grief 

Mixtape, following on from her book Tender Hearted Bold Moves, published by Rough Trade Books. 

 

She has worked with young people in Hackney and inner- city London for over a decade, her remit being to 

encourage young people from all backgrounds to know themselves better through their creative practice. 

 

 

Faces of Bankside - Participant Biographies  

 

Lip Wieckowski (he/they) is the Pop-up Centre Manager for The London LGBTQ+ Community Centre in 

Bankside. He has spent the past nine years working in the charity sector with a focus on environmental 

protection and social justice. They want to create more spaces for LGBTQ+ folks to feel welcome, safe, loved 

and valued. When he isn’t working, Lip is mostly climbing with LGBTQ+ climbing group Climbing QTs, or cycling. 

(NB with the pronouns as above, this is a direct copy from the LBGTQ+ Centre website) 

  

Victor Chamberlain is Liberal Democrat Leader of the Opposition in Southwark, and Councillor for Borough & 

Bankside. Victor is a dedicated community campaigner. This year, he pressed council bosses to confirm their 



commitment to the Stonewall Diversity Champions programme, to be included in Stonewall’s Top 100 

employers and challenged council bosses to bid to be the top local authority employer for LGBTQ+ people 

  

Nazir Uddin is a member of the African Rainbow Family Charity which supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender intersexual and queer (LGBTIQ) people of African heritage and the wider Black Asian Minority 

Ethnic groups. He handles the African Rainbow Family’s social media, marketing, and online presence. 

 

Carlo Flores & Jamie Eagles met in 2017 and one of their favourite places in Bankside is the Tate, where they 

are photographed in the Tate’s community garden. Carlo works for Beanstalk, a licensing and brand extension 

company: part of Omnicom Group, a Bankside based Employer.  Jamie works for Better Bankside BID as Head 

of Place, delivering projects and services to make Bankside better. Carlo sits on Omnicom’s people 

engagement network (Open) and member of Open Pride, a sub group of Omnicom’s diversity & inclusion group. 

Carlo moved to London from San Pablo in the Philippines in 2004.  The couple live in East London with their 

Labrador Ford, and are keen cyclists, amateur gardeners and grow food on their allotment. 

 


