
 

 

New Design Series by Joseph Walsh  

To be Offered at Sotheby’s as Part Of 

London Design Festival 

 

Sotheby’s Will Host First Public Exhibition of  

‘Joseph Walsh, Gestures, London 2022’  

 

 
Gestures Lounge Chair, Joseph Walsh & Gestures Bench 

 
From 17 – 29 September, during London Design Festival, Sotheby’s New Bond Street will host ‘Joseph 
Walsh, Gestures, London 2022’, a selling exhibition of key pieces from the newly developed series 
‘Gestures’ by designer-maker Joseph Walsh. On public display for the first time, ‘Joseph Walsh, Gestures, 
London 2022’ presents 12 significant works, including a large dining table, a sculptural bench, free form 
lounge chairs, dining Chairs and various wall mounted sculptural shelves and consoles.  

 
Each piece in the series is both functional and boldly sculptural, a unique free form composition that is 
designed to sit together in harmony with other works as an exhibition.  ‘Gestures’ has emerged over the 
past three years, beginning with charcoal sketches which Walsh translates into scale model studies in 
wood, Wood is cut into layers, rebuilt and then carved to create an uninterrupted sculptural form. Finally, 
the works are finished in ebonised black, a process that references the original charcoal sketches.   
 
In combining the design and making process, Joseph Walsh explores the tactility of form, applying the 
technique of lamination to create singular expressive bold lines. Of his practice he explains, “There is no 
rush to create the perfect piece. It’s more about creating a set of circumstances where I can achieve a 
perfect rhythm. I think that’s when something really special emerges. In the studio, each day is new: 
ideas evolving, techniques developing and pieces emerging.” 
 
Elena Checchi, Director, Specialist, 20th Century Design, Sotheby’s, said: “Joseph Walsh’s striking 
sculptural designs truly push the boundaries of working with wood. In the new Gestures series, Walsh 
distils furniture down to singular expressive gestural lines to bold and impactful effect. This collection of 
work, exhibited during London Design Festival, is testament to both the mastery of his craft and the 
technical innovation that this exceptional designer-maker pursues.” 



About Joseph Walsh  
Joseph Walsh’s work reflects his passion for expression through material and form. From monumental scale 
sculptures to one-of-a-kind site-specific commissions and collectible design editions, every piece within his dynamic 
body of work reveals an intuitive relationship with making, a sympathetic use of materials and an expressive 
engagement with form. 
 
Inspired by the free, uplifting and ever-changing grace that can be found in nature, Joseph Walsh has developed a 
creative process which captures the fluidity and immediacy of a sketch – of the moment of inspiration – and in 
which the final form is only defined through its making. 
 
Joseph Walsh was born in 1979 in County Cork on the south coast of Ireland where he established his own studio 
and workshop at age 20 and is still based today. With no formal training, he began to explore his passion for making, 
visiting master makers around Europe and developing his own mastery of wood working and deep knowledge of 
the material. From the outset he pursued innovation in making based on traditional techniques, often from other 
craft forms, which enabled new making methods and forms. This led to significant early commissions for various 
ecclesiastical clients, the Embassy of Japan and the National Museum of Ireland. 
 
From these early years of experimentation and development, Joseph Walsh began to break some of the traditional 
rules of making, and even his own rules, in order to create the truly bold and expressive forms for which he is known 
today, realised in an ever-widening range of materials, including wood, marble and bronze. His achievements in 
design have been recognised by an honorary doctorate from University College Cork, a major commission for the 
National Gallery of Ireland and the acquisition of works for many major international collections, including most 
recently the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 
 

About Sotheby’s 

Established in 1744, Sotheby’s is the world’s premier destination for art and luxury. Sotheby’s promotes access to 

and ownership of exceptional art and luxury objects through auctions and buy-now channels including private sales, 

e-commerce and retail. Our trusted global marketplace is supported by an industry-leading technology platform 

and a network of specialists spanning 40 countries and 70 categories which include Contemporary Art, Modern and 

Impressionist Art, Old Masters, Chinese Works of Art, Jewelry, Watches, Wine and Spirits, and Design, as well as 

collectible cars and real estate. Sotheby’s believes in the transformative power of art and culture and is committed 

to making our industries more inclusive, sustainable and collaborative.  
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* Estimates do not include buyer's premium or overhead premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus 

buyer's premium and overhead premium and are net of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided 

an irrevocable bid. 

 

Images are available upon request 

Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view 
original content and more at sothebys.com, and by downloading Sotheby's app for iOS and Android. 
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