
RCA Executive Education present Open for Innovation on 20 September
at London Design Festival 2022

London view from the 7th Floor events space at the Royal College of Art's new Battersea campus designed by
Herzog & de Meuron. Photo © Adam Hollingworth Photography

● Open for Innovation takes place on 20 September 2022 from 10am to 1pm and marks the first
chance to visit the RCA’s dedicated research hub in the Rausing Research & Innovation
Building with 360° panoramic views across London.

● The event delivered by Royal College of Art’s (RCA) prestigious Executive Education
programme will bring together up to 60 guests, including invited RCA academics, business
leaders, innovation managers, community organisations and designers, to discuss how
design-led innovation, creativity and collaboration with universities can contribute to the
current challenges of business and wider society.

● A programme of interactive workshops and networking opportunities designed by RCA
Executive Education faculty will focus on Sustainability, Design for Social Impact and
Responsible Growth, with case studies.

Open for Innovation comprises a morning conference and workshops at the RCA’s new
state-of-the-art campus in Battersea, London designed by renowned architects Herzog & de Meuron,
where discussions will focus on Sustainability, Design for Social Impact and Responsible Business
Growth and Development.

Participants can expect to hear from and network with leading RCA academics, business leaders,
innovation managers, community organisers and designers – including Dr Nick de Leon, Clive
Grinyer, Dr Emma Wakelin, Rama Gheerawo and Colum Lowe – as well as build awareness of how
partnerships between industry and universities can lead to innovation.

Dr Nick de Leon, Executive Education and Knowledge Exchange Lead, RCA, and Keynote
Speaker at Open for Innovation said: ‘As we look at the numerous challenges affecting society –
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from climate change to social injustice – human ingenuity and problem solving have never been more
important. Design has an incredibly vital role to play in envisioning and delivering innovative solutions
to these challenges. Open for Innovation brings together an inspiring range of experts from across the
Royal College of Art who use design to affect positive change through innovation and collaboration
with industry.’

The RCA will also host a range of events coinciding with London Design Festival as part of the
biennial Include Conference which focuses on inclusive design and people-centred, creative
approaches. Led by the RCA’s Helen Hamlyn Centre for Design, under the theme of ‘Unheard
Voices’, six sessions will ask urgent questions around ageism, decolonising academia and the
reawakening of accessibility.

ENDS

To register your interest for Open for Innovation, visit the RCA website here.

For further information, contact Hattie Allen, Executive Education Manager at the Royal
College of Art on hattie.allen@rca.ac.uk.

About the Royal College of Art

The Royal College of Art (RCA) is the world's leading university of art and design. Specialising in
teaching and research, the RCA offers degrees of MA, MPhil, MRes and PhD across the disciplines of
architecture, arts & humanities, design and communications. The RCA's approach is founded on the
premise that art, design, creative thinking, science, engineering and technology must all collaborate to
solve today's global challenges.

A small, specialist and research-intensive postgraduate university based in the heart of London, the
RCA provides 2,000 students with unrivalled opportunities to deliver art and design projects that
transform the world. Alumni include David Adjaye, Christopher Bailey, Monster Chetwynd, Asif
Kapadia, David Hockney, Tracey Emin, Thomas Heatherwick and Lubaina Himid.

InnovationRCA, the university's centre for enterprise, entrepreneurship, incubation and business
support, has helped over 75 RCA business ideas become a reality, leading to the creation of over 800
UK jobs. In 2022, the RCA was named the world's leading university of art and design in the QS
World Rankings for the eighth consecutive year.

www.rca.ac.uk

About Executive Education at the RCA

Executive Education at the Royal College of Art delivers open and custom masterclasses, workshops
and short courses that provide senior-level professionals with critical business skills, covering topics
such as design thinking, service design, creative leadership, human-centred design, architecture and
curating. Granting access to advanced level lectures and seminars by RCA academic faculty as well
as notable guest speakers and industry practitioners, Executive Education is a meeting place for
ambitious professionals wanting to further develop their creative skills and global network. In
2021–22, Executive Education at the RCA taught over 1,000 delegates from 60 different nationalities.
Workshop participants have included representatives from PwC, PA Consulting, Boston Consulting,
Deloitte, Salesforce, Alibaba, Nomura, Dentsu, Google, Apple, BMW, Farfetch, Burberry, Barclays
and AstraZeneca.
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Image 1: RCA Executive Education workshop

RCA Executive Education workshop at the Royal College of Art's new £135m design,
research and innovation campus, designed by Herzog & de Meuron, located in Battersea,
London. Photo © Ezzidin Alwan
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Image 2: RCA design, research and innovation campus Battersea

The Royal College of Art's new £135m design, research and innovation campus, designed
by Herzog & de Meuron, located in Battersea, London. It is the largest investment in
transformational space in the RCA’s 185-year history. Photo © Iwan Baan
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Image 3: 7th Floor Terrace at the new RCA Battersea campus with views over the River
Thames
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